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Review: 2 CDs by Josh Rzepka July 2010

Midwest Coast

and

Baroque Music for Trumpet
Josh Rzepka

Josh Rzepka has had a busy last couple of years. Besides finishing his Masters at Boston
University in musical performance (after a degree in music from Oberlin), he has released two
solid CDs of music. The first "Midwest Coast” is filled with ten original compositions of various
jazz styles, while the second “Baroque Music for Trumpet” is made up of 17 tracks of
traditional classical music. Quite a contrast, but this young man from the Akron is talented
enough to pull both of them off.

"Midwest Coast” finds Rzepka fronting a talented quartet with local keyboard legend Jackie
Warren on piano, Peter Dominguez on bass, and Ron Godale on drums. The music on the disc
ranges in influences from Latin America to Harlem. “"Boroque Music for Trumpet” finds Rzepka
playing melodies written by Handel, Vivaldi, Purcell, and Telemann amongst others. He gets a
little help from soprano Rebecca Freshwater on a beautiful version of Handel’s “Let the Bright
Seraphim.”

on Thu 7/8 Rzepka will be performmg selections from both CDs at Nighttown in
Cl ig He will be back by the band who recorded “"Midwest Coast”
with him. If you want to see one of Northern Ohio’s most promising up and coming
talents I'd check out this show.
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Greg Cielec is a local writer who covers mostly music and
sports for a variety of publications and websites. He is also a
full time English and creative writing teacher at Streetsboro
High School; an pr at BGSU Firelands College
and Lakeland Community College; and a football coach at John
Carroll University.

He has published two books of fiction, My Cleveland Story
(1998) and Home and Away Games (2006), and the
Cleveland Plain Dealer’s Michael Heaton has called him “the
Mark Twain of Cleveland.” Check out his website and blog
at http://www.GregCielec.com.




